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Between Senate, McNiriiara 


V f STOL? It Means Vertical i 
4 ad Short Takeoff Landing 
by james McCartney 

■ ">Of Our Washington Bureau 
WASHINGTON — A new team of Set ate spear-carriers was I 
ordered into battle Wednesday in the stalemated war between 
. she Senate and the Pentagon. THE STORY behind the> 
A public investigation began fiew tove tigation goes back to . 
into the awarding of an 

year when two aircraft j j 
000,000 c o n- 1 companie s, the Douglas Alr-j : 
tract for re- ‘era ft Co . of Santa Monica, 
search on what jealif., ar J the Bell Aerospace ! 
is known as (Corp., of Buffalo, New York, : 
the V/STGL. slogan competing for thej 
The initials ;v/;STOL contract. j 

stand for. a ’ ,. . . 

It was a research and ] 

de velopraent contract, has? j 
cally, to find out whether ad 1 
aircraft with a revolutionary 
design it practical. 

The design being tested is j 
for an o ld-looking plane that i 
would look something like a 

The new battle is being billed : t:<,nventl ° ,a! P 1 "*- bl " 



that the contract > go , to. the 
Douglas company. 1 ^ »f 

But Deputy Defease Sec. 
Roswell Gilpatriic decided dif- 
ferently. 

Acting for McNamara, he 
awarded the con tract to Bell. 

STENNIS SAVS*he Douglas 
proposal would have been 
cheaper — and that the - Navy 
felt the Douglas, proposal was 
technically superior. 

The Pentagon haw fur- 



r e volutionary j 
kind of air- j 
c r a f t — offi- ! 
cially a Verti- 
»EM. itennis C al a n d Short 
Takeoff and Landing aircraft. 
That means a plane that will 
take off straight up. 


in the Senate, at least, as “an- i .. , , 

rev ’ . the nom a! location 

other TFX case on a much ' , . t , 

- but the Penta- [ P r . „ 

f our enclosed propellers. 


•mailer scale — 
gon sees no similarity. 


* i driven b\ turbines, would be 

THE INVESTIGATION is ;i mounted on the wing so that 
fit the hands of the Senate pre couM be adjusted to point ' 
paredness subcommittee,' head : in one direction to make the 
ftd hv Sen. John Stennis (T) i plane take off vertically, 

■ According to Stennis, the 
Navy, which has been in charge 
| of tbs progran., rfcomemnded 

lv.’ -_■■■—- 


Miss,). 

It i» another challenge 
front the Senate to the Au- 
thority of Defense Sec. Rob- 
ert McNwnara to manage 
the Pentagon. 

1’his has been a basic factor ! I 
in the much -publicized TFX Jf 
investigation conducted by the * 
Senate permanent investigations 
subcommittee. 
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nlsbcd nn jtuiiliic eipbuuation ; V/STOI 


for the V/STOL 
far. But it can be . 
present a detailed defense im*^ 
the hearings. O' 1 /"’. 

There can be little question 
but that Defense Department ' 
witnesses will defend the dtjd***; • 
sion on technical grounds. 

Secretary McNamara never 
conceded the accuracy o 
charges against him in the TFk •,*. 
case and cannot be expected 
abandon Ins position on 


If; 




would have a large wing neat i 
for the : 
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